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Englifh; becaufe they look on Chaucer as a dry, oldfajhioned 
wit, not worth reviving. Dryden. 

He is one of thofe oldfajhioned men of wit and pleafure, 
that fhews his parts by raillery on marriage. Addifon. 

O'lden. adj . [from old ; perhaps the Saxon plural.] Ancient. 
This word is not now in ufe. 

Blood hath been fhed ere now, i’th’ olden time, 

Ere human ftatute purg’d the gen’ral weal. Shakefp. 

O'ldness. n.f [from old.'] Old age; antiquity; not new- 
nefs ; quality of being old. 

This policy and reverence of ages, makes the world bitter 
to the beft of our times; keeps our fortunes from us till our 
oldnefs cannot relifh them. Shakefp. King JLear. 

Oleaginous, adj. [oleaginus , Lat. from oleum , oleagineux, Fr.] 
Oily ; undluous. 

The fap when it firft enters the root, is earthy, watery, 
poor, and fcarce oleaginous. Arbuthnot on Aliments . 

Olea'ginousness. n.f [from oleaginous.'] Oilinefs. 

In fpeaking of the oleaginoufnefs of urinous fpirits, I employ 
the word moft rather than all. Boyle. 

Ole'ander. n.f. [oleandre, Fr.] The plant rofebay. 

OLE'ASTER, n. f. [ Latin. ] Wild olive; a fpecies of 
olive. It is a native of Italy, but hardy, and will endure 
the cold of our climate, and grow to the height of fixteen 
or eighteen feet. It blooms in June, and perfumes the cir¬ 
cumambient air to a great diftance. Its leaves are filver- 
coloured. Miller. 

Ole'ose. adj. [ oleofus , Lat.] Oily. 

Rain water may be endued with fome vegetating or pro- 
lifick virtue, derived from fome faline or oleofe particles it 
contains. Ray on the Creation. 

In falcons is a fmall quantity of gall, the oleous parts of the 
chyle being fpent moft oh the fat. Floyer on the Humours. 

To Olfa'ct. v. a. [olfattus , Lat.] To fmell. A burlefque 
word; 

There is a machiavilian plot, 

Tho’ every nare olfatt it not. Hudibras, p. i. 

Ol£a'ctoRY. adj. [ olfaftoire , Fr. from olfacio, Lat.] Having 
the fenfe of fmelling. 

Eflluvias, or invisible particles that come from bodies at 
a diftance, immediately affedt the olfattory nerves. Locke . 

O'lIdous. } ad j■ t° lidus ’ Lat ' ] Stinking 5 foetid - 

The fixt fait would have been not unlike that of men’s 
urine ; of which olid and defpicable liquor I chofe to make 
an inftance, becaufe chemifts are not wont to care for ex¬ 
tracting the fixt fait ot it. Boyle. 

In a civet cat a different and offenfive odour proceeds partly 
from its food, that being efpecially fifli, whereof this humour 
may be a garous excretion and olidous feparation. Brown. 

Oligarchy, n.f. [©Ai yoc^lot.] A form of government which 
places the fupreme power in a fmall number ; ariftocracy. 

The Wofft kind of oligarchy , is, when men are govern¬ 
ed indeed by a few, and yet are not taught to know what 
thofe few be, to whom they fhould obey. Sidney, b. ii. 

We have no ariftocracies but in contemplation, all oligar¬ 
chies , wherein a few men domineer, do what they lift. Burti 
After the expedition into Sicily, the Athenians chofe four 
hundred men for adminiftration of affairs, who became a 
body of tyrants, and were called an oligarchy , or tyranny of the 
few ; under Which hateful denomination they were foon after 

depofed. „ 0 _ Swi fi‘ 

O'lio. n.f. [< ilia , Span.] A mixture; a medly. See Oglio. 
Ben Johnfon, in his Sejanus and Cataline, has given us 
this olio of a play, this unnatural mixture of comedy and 

, tragedy. Dr y (L 031 Dranu Poetr y- 

I am in a very chaos to think I ftiould fo forget myfelf. 
But I have fuch an olio of affairs, I know not what to do. 

Congreve's Way of the Wor Id. 

O'litory. n. f. [ olitor , Latin.] Belonging to the kitchen 

g Gather your clitory feeds. Evelyn’s Kalendar. 

Oliva'ster. adj. [olivajlre, Fr.] Darkly brown ; tawny. 
The countries of the Abyfenes, Barbary, and Peru, where 
they are tawny, olivajler and pale, fre general y more fandy. 

’ 1 Bacon’s Nat. Hijtory , N°. 399. 

O'live. n. f. [olive, Fr. olea, Lat.] A plant producing oil; the 
emblem of peace. 

The leaves are for the moft part oblong and ever-green ; 
the flower confifts of one leaf, the lower part o w uc is 
hollowed, but the upper part is divided into four parts ; the 
ovary, which is fixed in the center of the flower cup, be¬ 
comes an oval, foft, pulpy fruit, abounding with a fatFquor 
inclofing an hard rough ftone. 1V1U et * 

To thee, heav’ns, in thy nativity, 

Adiudg’d an olive branch and laurel crown, 

As likely to be bleft in peace and war. Sha. Hen. VI. 

In the purlews of this foreft, ftands 
A fheencote fenc’d about with olive trees. Shakejpeare. 
The feventh year thou (halt let it reft. In like manner 
thou fnalt deal with thy vineyard and olive yard- Ex. xxim 11. 


Dryori's^n.^ 
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He led 

Mutufcans from their olive bearing town, 

And all th’ Eretian pow’rs. 

It is laid out into a grove, a vineyard, and n allot 
for olives and herbs. Notes o the OdT 

O'mbre. n.f. [ hombre , Spanifh.] A game of cais plajlf^ 

He would willingly carry her to the play; but he had 
ther go to lady Centaure’s and play at ombre. 7- J 2 ' 

O'mega. n.f. [upiya,.] The laft letter of the alphaet, the^* 
fore taken in the Holy Scripture for the laft. 

I am alpha and omega , the beginning and the nc ]j no , 


J ^ T g 

A kind of pancake Ade with 


■prog- 

fden. 

Lden t 

her. 


O'melet. n.f. [ omelette , Fr.] 
eggs. * . m 

O'mened. adj. [from omen.] Containing prognofticks 
Fame may prove. 

Or Omen'd voice, the meffenger of Jove, 

Propitious to the fearch» Pope's Odyh i • 

O'MEN. n.f. [omen, Latin.] A fign good or bad; 5 ' 
noftick. 

When young kings begin with fcorn of juftice, 

They make an omen to their after reign. 

The fpeech had omen that the Trojan race 
Should find repofe, and this the time and place. 

Choofe out other fmiling hours, 

Such as have lucky omens fhed 
O’er forming laws and empires rifing. 

OME'NTUM. n. f [Latin.] 

The cawl, called alfo reticulum, from its ftructurere. 
fembling that of a net. When the peritonaeum is cu 2s 
ufual, and the cavity of the abdomen laid open, the ome m 
or cawl prefents itfelf firft to view. This membrane, w ; h 
is like a wide and empty bag, covers the greateft part of e 
guts. ^ ^ m, 

CKmer. n. f. A Hebrew meafure about three pints and a If 
Englifh. Ben, 

To O'min ate. v. a. [omir.or, Lat.] To foretoken; to lb 
prognofticks. 

This ominates fadly, as to our divifions with the RomanHi 

Decay of Pic! 

Omina'tion. n.f. [from ominor , Lat.] Prognoftick. 

The falling of fait is an authentick prefagement of ill luck 
yet the fame was not a general prognoftick of future evi 
among the ancients; but a particular omination concernin: 
the breach of friendfhip. Brown's V. Err. b, v 

O'minous. adj. [from omen.] 

1. Exhibiting bad tokens of futurity; forefhewing ill; inau- 
fpicious. 

Let me be duke of Clarence; 

For G 1 o’fter’s dukedom is ominous. 

Pomfret, thou bloody prifon. 

Fatal and ominous to noble peers. 

Thefe accidents the more rarely they happen, the more 
ominous are they efteemed, becaufe they are never obferved 
but when fad events do enfuei UaywercL 

Roving the Celtic and Iberian fields. 

He laft betakes him to this ominous wood. Mil. Poems. 

As in the heathen worfhip of God, a facrifice without an 
heart was accounted ominous ; fo in the chriftian worfhip of 
him, an heart without a facrifice is worthlefs. South's Serin. 

Pardon a father’s tears. 

And give them to Charinus’ memory ; 

May they not prove as ominous to thee. 

2. Exhibiting tokens good or ill. 

Though he had a good ominous name to have made a 
nothing followed. . Bacon's Henry V 1 L 

O'miNously. adv. [from ominous.] With good or bad omen- 
Omi'nousness. n.f. [from ominous.] The quality of being 
ominous, 

Omi'ssion. n.f. [ omiffus , Lat.] , 

1. NegleCt to do fomething ; forbearance of fomething to 

Would it not impofe a total omijfton of phyfic. Srem. 
If he has made no provifion for this great change, 
omijfton can never be repaired, the time nev^redeemea.^ 

2. Negleftof duty, oppofed to com miflion or perpetration of crimes. 

° Omijfton to do what is neceffary, . 

Seals a commiflion to a blank of danger. ^ , .A, 0 f 

The moft natural divifion of all offences, is 
omijfton and thofe of commiflion. Addtfons n 

To Cj'MIT. v. a. [omitto , Lat.] 

i. To leave out; not to mention. ^ ^ 

Thefe perlonal comparifons I omit, becaufe I 0 
nothing that may favour of a fpirit of flatter;/. 

Great Cato there, for gravity renown d, 

Who can omit the Gracchi, who declare 
The Scipio’s worth ? 

To negledt to pradfife. 

Her father omitted nothing in 


Shakefp , Henry VI. 
Shakefp. Rich. Ill* 


Dryden. 
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Mn. vi. 


her education, that nnght 
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make her the moft accompliflied woman of her age. Addif. 
Om/ttance. n. [. [from omit.] Forbearance. 

He faid, mine eyes were black, and my hair black , 

And now I am remember’d, fcorn’d at me ! 

I marvel why I anfwer d not again , . - 

But that’s all one, omittance is no quittance. bhakejp. 

Omnifa'rious. adj . [omnifariam, Lat.] Of all varieties or 

^Thefe particles could never of themfelves, by omnifarious 
kinds of motion, whether fortuitous or mechanical, have 
fallen into this vifible fyftem. Bentley s Serm. 

But if thou omnifarious drinks wou dlt brew; 

Befides the orchard, ev’ry hedge and bufh 

Affords afliftance. . Phl ”P*' 

OmnPferous. adj. [omnis fero, Lat.] All-bearing. Dtft. 
Omni'fick. adj. [omnis and facio, Lat.] All-creating. 
Silence, ye troubled waves, and thou deep, peace . 

Said then th’ omnific word, your difeord end. Milton . 

Omni'form. adj. [omnis mb forma, Lat] Having every fhape. 

Omni'genous. adj. [omnigenus, Lat.] Confifting of all kinds. 

Didt * 

Omnipotence. 1 n.f. [omnipotent^, Lat.] Almighty power; 
i. ) unlimited power. 

Whatever fortune 


Omni'potency. ) unlimited power. 



Shakefpi 


Milton, 


Can give or take, love wants not, or defpifes ; 

Or by hi§ own omnipotence fupplies. Denham. 

As the foul bears the image of the divine wifdom, fo this 
part of the body reprefents the oennipotency of God, whilft it 
is able to perform fuch wonderful effects. Wilkins. 

The greateft danger is from the greateft power, and that 
is omnipotency. Tillotfon, Serm . I. 

Will omnipotence negledf to fave. 

The fuffering virtue of the wife and brave; Pope. 

Omnipotent, adj. [omnipotens, Lat.] Almighty ; powerful 
without limit. 

You were alfo Jupiter, a fwan, for the love of Leda : 
oh omnipotent love ! how near the god drew to the complexion 
of a goofe ?. Shakefp. Merry Wives of Wind. 

The perfeeft being muft needs be omnipotent ; both as 
felf-exiftent and as immenfe : for he that is felf-exiftent, hav¬ 
ing the power of being, hath the power of allbeing; equal 
to the caufe of all being, which is to be omnipotent. 

Grew's Cofmol. b.\. c. I. 

Omnipre'sence. n.f [omnis and prafens, Lat.] Ubiquity; 
unbounded prefence. 

He alfo went 

Invifible, yet ftaid, fuch privilege 
Hath omniprefence. Milton's Par Loft, b. vii. 

Adam, thou know’ft: his omniprefence fills 
Land, fea, and air. Milton's Par. Lojl. b. ix. 

The foul is evolved and prefent to every part: and if my 
foul can have its effectual energy upon my body with eafe. 
With how much more facility can a being of immenfe exis¬ 
tence and omniprefence , of infinite wifdom and power, govern 
a great but finite univerfe ? Hale. 

Omnipresent, adj. [omnis and profens, Latin.] Ubiquitary ; 
prefent in every place. 

Omnifcient mafter, omniprefent king. 

To thee, to thee, my laft diftrefs I bring. Prior. 

Omniscience. 7 n. f [omnis and feientia, Lat.] Boundlefs 

Omni'sciency. 5 knowledge; infinite wifdom. 

In all this mifconftru&ion of my a&ions, as I have no judge 
but God above me, fo I can have comfort to appeal to his 
omnifcience. Xing Charles. 

Thinking by this retirement to obfeure himfelf from God, 
he infringed the omnifciency and effentia] ubiquity of his maker. 
Who as he created all things, fo is he beyond and in them all. 

Brown's Vulgar Err ours, b. i. 
An immenfe being does ftrangely fill the foul ; and om- 
hipotency, omnifciency, and infinite goodneft, enlarge the 
fpirit while it fixtly looks upon them. Burnet . 

Since thou boaft’ft th’ omnifcience of a God, 

Say in what cranny of Sebaftian’s foul. 

Unknown to me, fo loath’d a crime is lodg’d ? Dryden. 

Omniscient, adj. [omnis and fcio, Lat.] Infinitely wife • 
knowing without bounds; knowing every thing. 

By no means truft to your own judgment alone; for no 
man is ommfcient. s Bacon’s Adv. to Villicrs. 

What can ’fcape the eye 
Of God all-feeing, or deteive his heart 
Ommfcient? _ Milton’s Paradifi Lojl, b. x. 

W hatfoever is known, is fome way prefent ; and that 
Which is prefent, cannot but be known by him who is om 

"r v . n . South’s Sermons. 

Ltimujcieni mafter, omniprefent kino-, 

y\ , th'eo, to thee, my laft diftrefs I brino;. Prinr 

MNiscious. adj. [omnis and fcio, Lat.] All-knowing 

' but P in2 n /r n0UI,Ce h ™ Ant being an attri- 

• i ua ty proper to the Godhead* and incommunicable 


to any created fubftance. Makewill on Providence 

Omnivorous, adj. [omnis and voro, , Lat.] All-devouring. 
Omo'plate. n.f [w>©^ and The fhoulder Wade; 

Omphalo'ptick. n. f. [optyaXos and ottIuco?.] An optic 
dafs that is convex on both fides, commonly called a convex 

lens. ^ 

On. prep, [aen, Dutch; an, German.] 

1. It is put before the word, which fignifies that which is un- 
’ der, that by which any thing is fupported, which any thing 

covers, or where any thing is fixed. 

He is not lolling on a lewd love bed. 

But on his knees at meditation. Shakefp. Rich. IIL 

What news ?— 

—Richmond is on the feas.— 

—There let him fink and be the feas on him. 

Diftra&ed terror knew not what was beft; 

On what determination to abide. DanieFs Civ. War* 

How foon hath time, the futtle thief of youth, 

Stol’n on his wing my three and twentieth year, 

Myhafting days.fly on with full career. 

As fome to witnefs truth heav’n’s call obey* 

So fome on earth muft, to confirm it; ftay; Drydien. 

They ftooping low; 

Perch’d on the double tree. Dryden's /.En. vh 

2. It is put before any thing that is the fubjedt of action. 

Th’ unhappy hufband, hufband now no more. 

Did on his tuneful harp his Jofs deplore. Dryden, 

3. Noting addition or accumulation. 

Mifchiefs on mifehiefs, greater ftill and more, 

The neighb’ring plain with arms is cover’d o’er. Dryden , 

4. Noting a ftate of progreflion. 

Ho Maeris ! whither on thy way fo faff: ? 

This leads to town. Drydens 

5. It fometimes notes elevation. 

Chufe next a province for thy vineyard’s reign, 

On hills above, or in the lowly plain. Dryden < 

6. Noting approach or invafion. 

Their navy ploughs the wat’ry main. 

Yet foon expert it on your fhores again. Drydeti , 

On me, on me let all thy fury fall. 

Nor err from me, fince I deferve it all* Pope, 

7. Noting dependance or reliance. 

On God’s providence and on your bounty* all their prefent 
fupport and future hopes depend; Smallridget 

8. At, noting place. 

On each fide her; 

Stood pretty dimpled boys, like fmiling 

Cu P ids - Sha. Ant. andCleo, 

9. It denotes the motive or occafion of any thing. 

The fame prevalence of genius, the world cannot pardon 
your concealing, on the fame confideration ; becaufe we 
neither have a living Varus nor a Horace. Dryden . 

The joy of a monarch for the news of a vidfory, muft not 
be exprefled like the eeftafy of a harlequin on the receipt of 
a letter from his miftrefs. Dryden's Dufrefnoy, 

The beft way to be ufed by a father on any occalion, to 
reform any thing he wifhes mended in his fon. Locke . 

We abftain on fuch folemn occaffons from things lawful 
out of indignation that we have often gratified ourfelves in 
things unlawful. Smallridge’s Sermons. 

10. It denotes the time at -Which any thing happens : as, this 

happened on the firft day. On is ufed, I think, only before 
day or hour. J 

11. It is put before the obje& of fome paffion. 

Compaffion on the king commands me ffoop. Shakefb 

Cou’d tears recal him into wretched life, 

Their forrow hurts themfelves ; oh him is loft. Dryden 
11 . In forms of denunciation it is put before the thing threatned, 

WL nCe 0H th y > tlie ca ptive maid is mine, 

W horn not for price or pray’rs I will refign. Dryden 

13. Noting imprecation. & } 

Sorrow on thee, and all the pack of you* 

x „ mV tdum P h thus u P on m y mifery ! Shakefpeare. 

14. Noting invocation. ^ 

On thee, dear wife, in deferts all alone 

e call d. Dry dm's Virp. Gear? iv 

15. Noting the ftate of any thing. 

earth fhook to fee the heav’ns on fire 

Th, h°V n l Car ° f y°^ r '' n f vit 7 •• Shakefp. Henry IV. 

1 he horfes burnt as they flood faft tied in the {f-ihlec 

by chance breaking loofe Van up and Ztn 

“V “ 3 h S ht fire ‘ Giles’s Hift. 7 f Thirds 

i d!iriot whfeTr m the P r °g. refs - an< l becomes on fire like 
a chariot wheel by its own rapidity. p y . a r d rr j 

16. Noting ftipulation or condition * P ’ ' /- ° 

honour,^ahaiitly'repuife^l'th^enemy. mi " dfUl ° f ^ 

iS. Before 













































































































































































































































































































































